-y ‘.J-P-‘I.!\I 'd_‘t JaE Loe S B SRTNWETEHD LY

P (DL 4722 W Ll Q0L T o Kl b

_ 737

Network Forest Products Limited

68 Passruore Avenne, PO, Box 6000 Agincourt, ON M15 3CE
Tok: (416) 2919811 Toll Free; 18774 NEFWOOD Eax: (416) 797-049%
www, dnetwood.cot

Mz, Vernon A, Williams, Secratary

Surface Transportation Board » .
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Dear Sir:

Network Forest Products Limited is a major Lumber Distribution and Manufacturing
corpany headquarted in Toronto, Canada. Our annual sales for the year 2000 are
expected to he approximately 180 miillion dollars. Qur operations require us to be a
mejor user of rail service in the U.S, and Canada. The purpose of this letter is 10
comment on the issues to be distussed on March 8™ 2000 in Ex Parte 582,

We encourage the Surface T ransportation Board 1o focus on whether the proposed CN»
BNSF combination is good for shippers, not on potential downstream effects. The CN-
BNSF combination skould be judged on its merits and if other carriers propose mergws,
then these cases cught to be evaluated on their merits,

The timing of the proposed CN-BNSF combination is not the central issue for our
company. Our concern is service. Recent mergers have failed on service, not becauss of
timing. Accordingly, the Surfucs Transportation Board should focns on snauring that
CN-BNSF combination, and any other future mergers, will deliver service,

The Surface Transportation Board has 2 comprehensive process to evaluate railroad
transactions and protect the public interest. It should fairly evaluate the CN-BXNSF
combination according to that pracess. Do not let other railroads use the Surface
Transportation Boacd proccss to protect themseives and aot shippers.

Sincerely,

FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED

Robert Zi
Preaident
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